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< Abstract>

A Study on the Tax Reform Thought of the Silhak Scholar
Bangye Yu Hyong-won
— Focusing on Bangyesurok —

Suh, Jung-woo*

This paper aims to systematically examine the fiscal reform thought of Bangye
Yu Hyeong-won (#12&;&), who is widely regarded as the progenitor of Silhak
(Practical Learning) in the late Joseon period or as a representative figure who
established its theoretical framework, and to elucidate its ideological foundations,
institutional structure, and contemporary implications. Silhak (Practical Learning)
in the late Joseon period is evaluated as an intellectual tradition that pursued
practical reforms in response to profound transformations in social and economic
structures. Among its proponents, Yu Hyeong-won stands out as a representative
thinker who laid the theoretical foundations of Silhak, particularly by presenting
systematic reform proposals encompassing the entire tax and fiscal system.
Previous studies have primarily focused on Bangye’s thought as a whole, land
system reforms, or broader theories of social reform, while relatively little
attention has been paid to an independent analysis of the tax reform ideas
presented in Bangyesurok.

Distinguishing itself from existing research, this study reconstructs Yu
Hyeong-won’s fiscal reform thought based on Bangyesurok along three analytical
pillars  statecraft theory, land system reform theory, and the abolition of tribute
system reforms. It further examines the ideological background and institutional
implications of these ideas, and analyzes their relationship with the tax structure
of the late Joseon period and the principles of modern taxation. In examining
Yu Hyeong-won’s fiscal reform thought, this study primarily relies on the
original text of Bangyesurok, while supplementarily referring to modern Korean

translations and relevant previous studies. Bangye Yu Hyeong-won’s fiscal

* Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Kangnam University
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reform thought may be evaluated as a Silhak-oriented reform ideology that
critically addressed the contradictions of the late Joseon tax system and
proactively articulated principles of modern taxation. Moreover, it offers
important implications for ensuring fairness in contemporary tax administration
and transparency in fiscal governance. An examination of Yu Hyeong-won’s tax
thought reveals that his modern-oriented perception of taxation constituted a core
element of the Silhak school’s broader modernizing orientation. Moreover, in
that it articulated a clear direction for social reform through taxation, his thought

possesses considerable academic significance.

P Key Words : silhak scholar, ban-gye yu hyeong-won, tax reform,

gyeongseron, bangyesurok






